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New Development
New responsibility
Dearly beloved in the Lord
Jesus Christ,

| am writing this letter
to share an important
development: In 2004, | handed
over the IET leadership to
Brother Joy Thomas, a trusted
and able leader in IET for 15
years. He was fully supported
by all the IET leaders.

However, a few months
back Brother Joy Thomas felt
that God was bringing his
season of leading IET to an
end. He asked me to consider
taking back the IET leadership.
| refused to do so every time
and asked him to continue the
good work or raise up another
leader. So, in June 2010,
Brother Joy Thomas shared his
heart with the leadership team
of IET. He also expressed his
need to spend more time with
his family and his desire to
focus on establishing the
churches being planted
through IET. The IET leaders
after careful prayer agreed to
his request.

Now, the leaders were
faced with the task of selecting
another person to lead IET.
After much prayer and thinking
the IET leaders felt led to ask
me to come back as an

interim president. | was very
hesitant. | was very scared and
unsure. | also fully understood
my limitations particularly that
of my aging mind and body.
But, after listening to the call
of the collective leadership of
IET a group of very godly men,
understanding the situation,
heeding to the advice of my
mentors and guides, and finally
sensing God’s voice in my
heart and through His Word, |
agreed to come back to lead
IET for a defined time period.
My primary task would be to
further establish IET and
develop a team of global
leaders, something | failed to
do last time, to lead IET into
the future.

Meanwhile, | decided to
spend 10 days in fasting and
prayer to seek God’s willin my
life for this new future. Upon
Lillys advice, | decided to also
invite 10 different trusted men
of God to come and pray with
us. | also gave them freedom
to speak into our lives. None
of them knew of the
developments in my life and
that of IET. So, | was very
surprised as | heard a very
clear and consistent message
that came through each of
these men.

Let me share few of the

persistent themes spoken
through these well respected
men:

i. God was calling me out of
retirement to lead again. One
pastor said, There is a
leadership decision placed
before me and God was calling
me to stand up & accept.’

ii. | was being called to renew
and rebuild IET. God also
wanted me to finish the job He
wants done through me. |
cannot leave the job in the
middle or do things in my
wisdom. God was calling me
to run a new race in His
wisdom. | had to obey.

iii. My decision will be
misunderstood by some. | may
also face humiliating situation.
But, | was never to try to
redeem my honor. My actions
should focus on glorifying His
name. | was to be concerned
only with what heaven would
say. | was to walk a path of
obedience. There will be Mara
on the way, but the end will be
sweet.

iv. God would build a team of
leaders to lead with me. Moses
had his team of seventy, upon
whom God put His Spirit. My
task was to delegate &
develop.

v. God will develop a Joshua
from this team of leaders to

guide IET into the future. | need
not look for one in my strength.
vi. God will be with me. It shall
not be by might, nor by power,
but by His Spirit. And, in time,
things shall be clear to any
detractors.
vii. God will take us to new
places and expand the ministry
to new people. IET was being
called to capture new
mountains as Caleb did.
viii. land IET are to yield myself
as a vessel in the potter's hand
as we undergo His
reformation.

| was very surprised at
the coherency of the voice of
God through the messages
spoken by these ten different
men, in the collective voice of
the IET leaders, the strong
imprints | received from the
Word of God during my time of
meditations, and in the advice
of my guides & mentors. So,
on the 13" July, the key
leaders of IET gathered in
Delhi, along with Brother Joy
Thomas and me, to appoint me
as the interim president of IET.

Meanwhile, Brother Joy
Thomas remains a leader in
IET. He has asked to be
allowed a 4 month sabbatical
leave to spend time with his
family. He will also, during this
time, plan with the IET leaders

on his future ministry to
establish the churches within
IET. | am grateful for his
continuing leadership in IET.
Now, | also have a
personal request for you: One
of the messages that came to
me during my 10 days of
fasting and prayer was, Geta
larger group of people to
commit to pray for you (Acts
20:24). | know that | will be lost
without sincere prayer support.
So, | am asking you to consider
praying for me and IET for few
minutes every day or whenever
God will bring us to your mind.
Will you consider this request?
| do thank you for being
part of the IET family. | do not
think that IET can fulfill its God
given vision without you and all
those who faithfully pray and
support IET. Thank you! | ask
you to continue to pray and
stand with IET. We have many
more mountains to capture and
many more promised lands to
inherit. Let us build His
Kingdom among the
unreached as one people.
Your brother and His
bond servant,
Brother P.G. Vargis
P.S: Let me know if you
want me to send you my family
picture so that you can pray
for us.
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A spirited fraud

By BEGENA P PRADEEP,
Posted on June 02, 2008

A BAHRAIN religious group
is trying to track down an
African spiritualist who
allegedly accepted thousands
of dinars from people in
Bahrain after promising to
resurrect their dead relatives,
the GDN has learned. Reve-
rend Dr Bernard Ankomah
pledged to use the money to
launch a Christian gospel
channel in Africa.

However, three years later, the
people who brought him here
are unable to contact him -
saying he does not reply to
their e-mails and his phone
numbers are not in use.

It is the latest in a series of
allegations that religious
leaders could have conned
believers in Bahrain out of
their hard-earned cash.

But Pastor Koshy Eappen,
whose group called The
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Father's House helped bring
Dr Ankomah to Bahrain, was
reluctant to accuse the
preacher of any wrongdoing
yesterday. "I still don't want to
believe that he has cheated us
because I am not a judge," he
told the GDN.

"But many people who had
given money are asking me if
I have any news about the
preacher.

"I had tried to contact him by
e-mail and there is no
response.

"I made many phone calls to
his numbers and they don't
seem to exist now."

Dr Ankomah led services for
two days at the National
Evangelical Church (NEC),
Manama, during a three-day
Christian convention in June
2005. He claimed to have the
power to resurrect dead people
and the third day of his visit
was held at The Palace hotel,
Adliya, because the NEC
could no longer contain the
crowd.
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The Ghanaian, who is
reportedly settled in the UK,
also addressed church leaders
and pastors at the Alan Morris
Hall in St Christopher's
Church, Manama.

He collected BD30,000 during
his visit after accepting
donations of at least BD100
each from 300 believers,
saying it was to launch the
gospel-based channel in
Africa, said Pastor Eappen.
"Believers willingly gave
money after they were told by
the preacher that it was to
start a gospel channel in
Africa," he said.

"No one was forced and it was
a public meeting attended by
hundreds of people from
various churches in Bahrain.
"Just before the Bahrain
meeting, he was in Kuwait and
since we had heard about him
a lot earlier, we decided to
invite him here for the benefit
of believers."

However, worshippers who
attended the events told the
GDN that many people parted
with their cash after Dr
Ankomah claimed during
personal meetings that he had
the power to resurrect the
dead. The preacher also
promised to keep contributors
updated by e-mail about the
TV channel, but nobody has so
far received any feedback.
Mr Eappen claimed he had no
clue that Dr Ankomah would
collect money from
worshippers.

However, one such contributor
- who spoke to the GDN on
condition of anonymity - said
he was mesmerised by the
preacher's talk and stood in a
long queue to offer the BD100.
"No one, who I know, who
gave the money has received
any feedback yet," he added.
"God knows that we gave the
money out of faith and we will
get blessings in return.

"If we are cheated then God
will punish him."

Another Indian worshipper
said he also paid BD100, but
claimed he did not do it to
resurrect his dead relatives.
"I have attended many

meetings by many Christian
preachers in Bahrain and most
of them claim they can
perform miracles," he said.
"But this preacher said he
could resurrect dead people
and had recently brought back
to life four dead people in
Kuwait. However, he did not
make the claim publicly - only
when the worshippers went to
meet him personally.

"I was not very sure of this and
did not give money for the
resurrection because birth, like
death, is God's will and should
not be contested. However, I
know many people tried to
meet the preacher personally
to know if he could resurrect
their loved ones."

Another Indian worshipper
who attended the meeting said
his female schoolmate gave
the preacher money after he
convinced her that he could
bring a famous Indian singer
back to life.

"I remember very well
scolding her for falling for the
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trick, but she refused to listen,"
he said.

"When I asked her a few days
later about it, she replied that
the resurrected would be
reborn in some part of the
world with a different identity.
"She still does not believe that
she was tricked."

The GDN reported last week
that the homes of two
preachers, who had previously
visited Bahrain, were raided by
police as part of a wide-
ranging investigation into the
finances of Indian spiritual
leaders.

However, neither Brother
Thangu nor K P Yohannan
were immediately arrested.
But Indian guru Santosh
Madhavan, who made a
number of fundraising trips to
Babhrain, has been arrested.
It is claimed he duped his
followers here out of up to
BD60,000, but is now facing a
string of charges in Kerala
including rape, drug possession
and fraud.
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The Reserve Bank
advised banks on May 26, 2010,
to exercise due caution and to
be extra vigilant concerning the
fictitious offers whereby bank
accounts are opened and/or
transactions made in the
accounts for receiving pay-
ments styled as transaction
charges, etc, towards the so-
called transfer of prize money/
award money, etc. The Reserve
Bank has clarified that any
person resident in India
collecting and effecting/
remitting such payments
directly /indirectly outside India
is liable to be proceeded against
with, for contravention of the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act, 1999 besides being
liable for violation of regula-
tions relating to Know Your
Customer norms/Anti Money
Laundering standards.

The Reserve Bank
has also reiterated that the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act, 1999 prohibits
remittance in any form towards
participation in lottery schemes.

Do Not fall Prey to Fictitious Offers of Funds Transfer: RBI Advisory

These restrictions are also
applicable to remittances for
participation in lottery like
schemes existing under different
names, such as, money circu-
lation scheme or remitta-nces
for the purpose of securing prize
money/awards, etc.

Inits circular issued to
banks, the Reserve Bank has
stated that there has been a
spate of fictitious offers of
cheap funds in recent times from
fraudsters. These came through
letters, e-mails, mobile phones,
SMS, etc. Detailing the
modalities of the fraudsters, the
Reserve Bank stated that
communication was being sent
on fake letterheads of the
Reserve Bank and purportedly
signed by its top executives/
senior officials to targetted
people. Many residents have
been victims of such teasing
offers and have lost huge sums
of money in the process. It was
further brought to the Reserve
Bank’s notice that fraudsters
sought money from gullible
people, under different heads,

such as, processing fees/
transaction fees/ tax clearance
charges/ conversion charges,
clearing fees, etc. The
fraudsters open multiple
accounts in banks in the name
of individuals or proprietary
concerns in different bank
branches for collecting
transaction charges, etc. The
fraudsters persuade the victims
to deposit certain amount in
these accounts. The amounts
are withdrawn immediately
leaving the victims in a
quandary.

The Reserve Bank
has alerted the public on
several occasions in the past
about such fictitious schemes/
offers through the print and the
electronic media. More such
public education campaigns are
also being planned. The
Reserve Bank has asked banks
to bring the contents of the
circular to the notice of their
constituents and customers
concerned and to give it wide
publicity.

Chief General Manager.
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This is to inform you that you have
been selected for a cash prize of
1,000,000 (British Pounds) held
on the 10th of September 2010 in
London. The selection process
was carried out through random
selection in Our computerized
email selection system. Fill the
below details and send to-Email:
fredpeters25 @yahoo.com.hk
1.Full Name & Address:
2.Age & Sex:
3.Nationality:
4.Telephone Number:
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