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14 arrested for publicly thrashing
two Christian missionaries in

Maharastra town

Ichalkaranji (Maharashtra), May 10 :

Police in the Maharashtra town of Ichalkaranji have
arrested 14 people for publicly thrashing two Christian
missionaries. According to reports, Hindu hardliners attacked
the two Christian missionaries over charges that they were trying
to convert local Hindus towards Christianity.

The two young priests were reportedly kicked and
punched before being dragged through the town in Kolhapur
District. Officials later said that a local court has given bail to
the arrested people.

"Fourteen people were arrested in the case today. The
court has admitted the cases against them. However, the court
let them off on bail,” said Mohan Mane, Deputy Superintendent
of Police, Kolhapur. News footage showed one Hindu activist
knee a priest in the groin, making him double up in pain. Another
kicked the missionary in the head.

The crowd accused the priests of forcibly converting
poor Hindus, and handed them over to police. But a local
Christian leader said those baptised had willingly changed their
faith. Police said the two missionaries were arrested on
complaints that they were fraudulently converting people.

Hardline Hindu groups - some of them linked to main
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) - accuse Christian
priests of bribing poor tribespeople and lower caste Hindus to
change their faith. Several states ruled by the Hindu nationalist
BJP have passed anti-conversion laws. Last week, Hindu zealots
beat up a pastor with sticks and left him bleeding profusely in
Rajasthan where the BJP is in power. Christian groups say
lower-caste Hindus who convert do so willingly to escape the
highly stratified Hindu caste system. Christians make up around
2.3 percent of mainly Hindu India’s 1.1 billion people.

14 arrested for attack on priests in Kolhapur

Forteen people were arrested in connection with
Sunday’s attack on two Christian priests in Kolhapur in western
Mabharashtra, police said Wednesday. Condemning the incident,
deputy chief minister R.R. Patil, who also holds the home
portfolio, ordered a high-level probe into the incident Wednesday.

On Tuesday, pro-Hindu Vishwa Hindu Parishad - and
Bajrang Dal activists had assaulted the two pastors before
television cameras. The two priests from Ichalkaranji had
allegedly converted six people to Christianity. The arrest on
Tuesday came after a delegation led by Maharashtra Minorities
Commission vice chairman and Indian Christian Voice president
Abraham Mathai called on Patil. He demanded that the accused
should be booked under the stringent Maharashtra Control for
Organised Crime Act.

"The premeditated brutal attack on two pastors at
Ichalkaranji in Kolhapur which was orchestrated in the presence
of the electronic media and appears to be a pattern of the kind
enacted in Jaipur only last week,” Mathai said while condemning
the incident.

This strategy of the Bajrang Dal and the VHP of
perpetrating such heinous attacks in full view of national
television channels promotes the culture of fear aimed at
terrorizing the vulnerable Christian communities nationwide,’
he added.
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What the Catholic Encyclopedia says about Limbo

Limbo: (Late Latin
limbus) a word of Teutonic
derivation, meaning literally 'hem'
or 'border' as of a garment, or
anything joined on (cf. Italian
lembo or English limb).

In theological usage the
name is applied to (a) the
temporary place or state of the
souls of the just who, although
purified from sin, were excluded
from the beatific vision until
Christ’s triumphant ascension
into Heaven (the 'limbus patrum');
or (b) to the permanent place or
state of those unbaptized children
and others who, dying without
grievous personal sin, are
excluded from the beatific vision
on account of original sin alone.

In literary usage the
name is sometimes applied in a
wider and more general sense to
any place or state of restraint,
confinement, or exclusion, and is
practically equivalent to “prison”
(see, e.g., Milton, “Paradise
Lost,” II1, 495; Butler, “Hudibras,”
part I, canto 1, and other English
classics). The not unnatural
transition from the theological to
the literary usage is exemplified
in Shakespeare, “Henry VIII,” act
v, sc. 3. In this article we shall deal
only with the theological meaning
and connotation of the word.
LIMBUS PATRUM

Though it can hardly be
claimed, on the evidence of extant
literature, that a definite and
consistent belief in the limbus
patrum of Christian tradition was
universal among the Jews, it
cannot on the other hand be
denied that, more especially in the
extra-canonical writings of the
second or first centuries B.C.,
some such belief finds repeated
expression; and New Testament
references to the subject remove
all doubt as to the current Jewish
belief in the time of Christ.
Whatever name may be used in
apocryphal literature to designate
the abode of the departed just,
the implication generally is that
their condition is one of
happiness, that it is temporary, and
that it is to be replaced by a
condition of final and permanent
bliss when the Messianic
Kingdom is established.

In the New Testament,
Christ refers by various names
and figures to the place or state
which Catholic tradition has

agreed to call the limbus patrum.
In Matthew 8:11, it is spoken of
under the figure of a banquet
“with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
in the kingdom of Heaven” (cf.
Luke 8:29; 14:15), and in Matthew
25:10 under the figure of a
marriage feast to which the
prudent virgins are admitted,
while in the parable of Lazarus
and Dives it is called “Abraham’s
bosom” (Luke 16:22) and in
Christ’s words to the penitent thief
on Calvary the name paradise is
used (Luke 23:43). St. Paul teaches
(Ephesians 4:9) that before
ascending into Heaven Christ
“also descended first into the
lower parts of the earth,” and St.
Peter still more explicitly teaches
that “being put to death indeed,
in the flesh, but enlivened in the
spirit,” Christ went and “preached
to those souls that were in prison,
which had been some time
incredulous, when they waited for
the patience of God in the days of
Noah” (1 Peter 3:18-20).

It is principally on the
strength of these Scriptural texts,
harmonized with the general
doctrine of the Fall and
Redemption of mankind, that
Catholic tradition has defended
the existence of the limbus patrum
as a temporary state or place of
happiness  distinct from
Purgatory. As a result of the Fall,
Heaven was closed against men.
Actual possession of the beatific
vision was postponed, even for
those already purified from sin,
until the Redemption should have
been historically completed by
Christ’s visible ascendancy into
Heaven. Consequently, the just
who had lived under the Old
Dispensation, and who, either at
death or after a course of
purgatorial discipline, had
attained the perfect holiness
required for entrance into glory,
were obliged to await the coming
of the Incarnate Son of God and
the full accomplishment of His
visible earthly mission.
Meanwhile they were “in prison,”
as St. Peter says; but, as Christ’s
own words to the penitent thief
and in the parable of Lazarus
clearly imply, their condition was
one of happiness, notwith-
standing the postponement of the
higher bliss to which they looked
forward. And this, substantially,
is all that Catholic tradition
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teaches regarding the limbus
patrum.
LIMBUS INFANTIUM

The New Testament
contains no definite statement of
a positive kind regarding the lot
of those who die in original sin
without being burdened with
grievous personal guilt. But, by
insisting on the absolute
necessity of being “born again of
water and the Holy Ghost” (John
3:5) for entry into the kingdom of
Heaven (see BAPTISM, subtitle
Necessity of Baptism), Christ
clearly enough implies that men
are born into this world in a state
of sin, and St. Paul’s teaching to
the same effect is quite explicit
(Romans 5:12 sqq.). On the other
hand, it is clear from Scripture and
Catholic tradition that the means
of regeneration provided for this
life do not remain available after
death, so that those dying
unregenerate are eternally
excluded from the supernatural
happiness of the beatific vision
(John 9:4, Luke 12:40, 16:19 sqq.,
2 Corinthians 5:10; see also
APOCATASTASIS). The
question therefore arises as to
what, in the absence of a clear
positive revelation on the subject,
we ought in conformity with
Catholic principles to believe
regarding the eternal lot of such
persons. Now it may confidently
be said that, as the result of
centuries of speculation on the
subject, we ought to believe that
these souls enjoy and will
eternally enjoy a state of perfect
natural happiness; and this is
what Catholics usually mean
when they speak of the limbus
infantium, the “children’s limbo.”
The best way of justifying the
above statement is to give a brief
sketch of the history of Catholic
opinion on the subject. We shall
try to do so by selecting the
particular and pertinent facts from
the general history of Catholic
speculation regarding the Fall and
original sin, but it is only right to
observe that a fairly full
knowledge of this general history
is required for a proper

appreciation of these facts.

As to the difficulties against this
view which possessed such
weight in the eyes of the eminent
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theologians we have mentioned,
it is to be observed:

We must not confound
St. Augustine’s private authority
with the - infallible authority of the
Catholic Church; and if allowance
be made for the confusion
introduced into the Pelagian
controversy by the want of a clear
and explicit conception of the
distinction between the natural
and the supernatural order one
can easily understand why St.
Augustine and the Council of
Carthage were practically bound
to condemn the locus medius of
the Pelagians. St. Augustine
himself was inclined to deny this
distinction altogether, although
the Greek Fathers had already
developed it pretty fully, and
although some of the Pelagians
had a glimmering of'it they based
their claim to natural happiness
for unbaptized children on a
denial of the Fall and original sin,
and identified this state of
happiness with the “life eternal”
of the New Testament. Moreover,
even if one were to admit for the
sake of argument that this canon
of the Council of Carthage (the
authenticity of which cannot be
reasonably doubted) acquired the
force of an ecumenical definition,
one ought to interpret it in the
light of what was understood to
be at issue by both sides in the
controversy, and therefore add to
the simple locus medius the
qualification which is added by
Pius VI when, in the Constitution
“Auctoreum Fidei”, he speaks of

“locum illium et statum medium
expertem culpae et poenae.”
Finally, in regard to the
teaching of the Council of
Florence, it is incredible that the
Fathers there assembled had any
intention of defining a question
so remote from the issue on which
reunion with the Greeks
depended, and one which was
recognized at the time as being
open to free discussion and
continued to be so regarded by
theologians for several centuries
afterwards. What the council
evidently intended to deny in the
passage alleged was the
postponement of final awards
until the day of judgement. Those
dying in -original sin are said to
descend into Hell, but this does
not necessarily mean anything
more than that they are excluded
eternally from the vision of God.
In this sense they are damned;
they have failed to reach their
supernatural destiny, and this
viewed objectively is a true
penalty. Thus the Council of
Florence, however literally
interpreted, does not deny the
possibility of perfect subjective
happiness for those dying in
original sin, and this is all that is
needed from the dogmatic
viewpoint to justify the prevailing
Catholic notion of the children’s
limbo, while from the standpoint
of reason, as St. Gregory of
Nazianzus pointed out long ago,
no harsher view can be reconciled
with a worthy concept of God’s
justice and other attributes.
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