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therapies, can help the sick in the healing process. Christians?; (2) Why is it not received by all fundamental

R IC L I ewe I Iyn (d) Clinical researchers at the U.C.L.A. School of Nursingible-believing churches?; (8Yhy is it readily accepted
in Los Angeles, and at Georgia Baptist Medical Center toy the non-Christian world? The ungodly never accepted
(Con...... from the previous Issue) Atlanta, found that premature babies gained weight fastire old Christian hymns; (4) Why is it that Bible-denying

. (h)“Like human nature itself, music cannot and were able to use oxygen more efficiently when thayniversities and popular secular TV entertainment shows
possibly be neutral in its spiritual direction... ultimately listened to soothing music mixed with voices or womlnvite well-known Christian artists to give concerts with
all uses of tonesgorg and all musicalyrics can be sounds. At Tallahassee (Fla.) Memorial Regional Medic&CM? This never happened with the great spiritual
classified according to their spiritual direction, upward oCenter, premature and low-birth-weight infants exposedymns; (5) Why are there hundreds of churches with
downward. ... To put it plainly, music tends to be of eithetb an hour and a half of soothing vocal music each dapdly pastors across America that strictly reject it and
the darkness or of the light” (p. 187). In his famous workgveraged only 11 days in the Newborn Intensive Caferbid it in their services?; and (6) Why does it have such
Laws, Plato lamented the musical revolution of his tim&nit, compared with 16 days for a control group. At strong affect upon the physical body?
and its “unmusical anarchy”: “Through foolishness thealtimore’s St. Agnes Hospital, classical music was What kind of music truly honors God? Ernest
deceived themselves into thinking that there was no rigptovided in the critical-care units. “Half an hour of musi®ickering lists ten primary guidelines for Christians to
or wrong in music-that it was to be judged good or baproduced the same effect as ten milligrams of Valiumfollow (The Kind of Music That Honors God, pp. 11-12):
by the pleasure it gave. By their work and their theoriesays Dr. Raymond Bahr, head of the coronary-care unit. Its message is Scriptural (Col 3:16). Good Christian music
they infected the masses with the presumption to think How does music help? Some studies show ihust present a message that is true to the Word of God
themselves adequate judges. ... As it was, the criterioan lower blood pressure, basal-metabolism arahd doctrinally sound.
was not music, but a reputation for promiscuougespiration rates, thus lessening physiological responsgdt should lead us to think in Biblical patterns and not be
cleverness and a spirit of law-breaking” (p. 189). to stress. Other studies suggest music may help increasgygestive of evil either in message or in musical
(i) In his closing comments on the roots of music stylgsroduction of endorphins and S-IgA (Salivary immunoarrangement (Phil. 4:8). The text and music should not be
and rhythms, David Tame, with a keen “spiritual” insightlobulin A). S-IgA speeds healing, reduces the danger ofieap or tawdry.
often lacking in many believers today, takes particuldnfections, and controls the heart rate. Studies indica®e It should help us to honor God with our bodies (I Cor.
offense with rock music: “More than any other form oboth hemispheres of the brain are involved in processiitgl9-20). Music which tends to imitate the effects of
the misuse of sound, it is rock with which we must deahusic. Dr. Sacks explains, “The neurological basis afodless rock upon the human body or which either
today. ... Itis a global phenomenon; a pounding, poundimgusical responses is robust and may even survive damagstroys or impairs one’s hearing is not Christian music.
destructive beat which is heard from America and Westeta both hemispheres” (“Music’s Surprising Power tat. It will maintain a balance between “spirit” and
Europe to Africa and Asia. Its effect upon the soul is tbleal,” 8/92 Reader’s Digest). “understanding” (I Cor. 14:15). Music that is primarily
make nigh-impossible the true inner silence and peace “In conclusion, we can say that insofar as themotional froth would not fulfill this requirement.
necessary for the contemplation of eternal verities. ... Hgwhysical body is concerned, the notion that music has Bo It will contain words that are full of beauty, dignity,
necessary is it in this age for some to have the couragesffect upon man, or that all music is harmless, igeverence and simplicity, words that are worthy of the
be the ones who are ‘different’, and to separataBSOLUTELY IN ERROR ” (Tame, p. 141). (Emphasis worship of a holy God (Isa. 6:1-6).
themselves out from the pack who long ago sold thegidded.) “No longer [can] modern musicians possibly clair. It will be free of mental association with worldly musical
lives and personalities to this sound.l.adamantly  that music is a matter of ‘taste,’ or that the musician shoustyles and evidence a holy consecrated character (Rom.
believe that rock in all its forms is a critical problem be allowed to perform anything he choose€very 12:2;1Jn. 2:15). Music that seeks to “copy” the worldly
which our civilization must get to grips. ... if it wishes  moment of music to which we subject ourselves may be approach is not honoring to God.
long to survive” (p. 204). (Emphasis added.) enhancing or taking away our ... clarity of 7.Itshould be expressive of the peace that accompanies

For the world, it is impossible to separate fromtonsciousness, increment by incremet(Tame, p. 144). the Christian life, not the clamor, confusion, din, and

the lure of the pleasures of the flesh; they have no desireessence, what the medical experts are saying is thatmoil of the world (Col. 3:15-16). The various forms of
to do so nor do they have the power to do so if they didday’s rock sound (irrespective of tlyeics tacked-on rock music do not contribute to peace of heart but partake
desire. But what reasons do we as Christians havettoit in order to classify it as either secular or “Christian”pf the constant jangle of the sinful world. Christ promises
ignore our Lord’s command to come out and be separatfights against the rhythmic nature of man’s creation. Ipeace to His people (Jn. 14:27).
Instead, we adopt the world’s music in all its destructivéhe face of such evidence, it is difficult to understan8. It should be characterized by musical preciseness,
forms [scoreandcharacter], add Christiarlyrics to it, how anyone can maintain that the music itself is neutrdinesse of poetic technique and should evidence a
and think we are being pleasing to the Lord and are-an his 1985 book, Set the Trumpet To Thy Mouthstructure of harmony and order. God is a God of order and
testimony of holiness to an unbelieving world. charismatic David Wilkerson (of Cross & the Switchblad@ot disorder (I Cor. 14:40).

More recent medical research (than that citethme) said: “One of the reasons God’s Spirit was liftel. It should promote and accompany a life-style of
by Tame) also disputes the notion of the supposd@m the Jesus Movement [not that It was ever there] wgsdliness, modesty, and holy quietness, and not modish
“neutrality” of music: their refusal to forsake their old music. They gave up pdashion, suggestive acts, or sexual aggressiveness (1 Pet.
(a) Dr. John Diamond, a medical doctor, has conductégroin, alcohol, promiscuous sex, and they even gave Ly 6; Tit. 2:11-12).
extensive research on the medical effects of music. herverted life-styles. But they refused to give up theitO. It should not contribute to the temptation of new or
has noted that man is rhythmic in respiration, heartbeagloved rock. .Amazing! | say its hold is stronger than  weak believers (Rom. 14:13,21; 15:2). Music that reminds
pulse, speech, and gait, and when the rhythm of muslrugs, alcohol, or tobacco. It is the biggest mass addiction newly-saved converts of their old life of sin is to be
corresponds to the natural body rhythms, it producés the world’s history. Rock music, as used and abhorred and rejected.
feelings of ecstasy, alertness, and peace, and it energigesformed in Christian circles, is of the same satanic The erosion of musical standards among
the mind and body, and facilitates balance and seleed as that which is called punk, heavy metal, and is contemporary Christians parallels the erosion of
control. (These secular medical findings are alsperformed in devilish rock concerts worldwide.” convictions and practices in other areas as well. It denotes
supported by Scripture [| Samuel 16:15-17,23)). By attending Christian rock concerts, does nad spirit of compromise with the world which must be
(b) Dr. David Nobel, another medical doctor and amne identify oneself with their false doctrines and becomagorously opposed by strong Christian leaders. As in
authority on music, has done extensive research on theartaker of their evil deeds? (The Bible clearly teaches# areas of our lives believers should ever follow the
value of music rhythmssford corresponding to body theology of “guilt by association”-see 2 John 10,11.) Anddmonition of Paul: “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
rhythms. He writes that, “None of these qualities accrusince we will all be accountable to the Lord at the Bemar whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (I Cor.
to the rock sound. Instead, rock contains harmon@eat for our stewardship with the resources He hae:31).
dissonance and melodic discord while it accents rhythentrusted to us while on this earth, how can anyone It is our conviction that rock music cannot be
with a big beat. In fact, the anapestic beat [two shopossibly justify allocating any resources to the suppoused to communicate spiritual truth. (Often the melody in
beats, a long beat, then a pause] used by many ragficock music? the “Christian” version of rock music is obscured and
musicians actually is the exact opposite of our heart and “Christian” rock music offers no hope-since itisoverpowered by the heavy beat-the accompaniment is
arterial rhythms [thereby causing an immediate loss &piritless, it can give none. It does not offer heaven, feo predominant that it completely overpowers any
body strength].” the music within itself produces a vacuum-full of soundnessage that might be presehrtow can rock music,

[Dr. Diamond confirms Dr. Nobel's findings and and fury, but no substance. It provides no foundation teith its origins in demonic activities, and with its proven
adds that the stopped anapestic rhythm “heightens stréss believer because its birth came from secular rock ‘adverse medical and “emotional” effects, apply to the
and anger, reduces output, increases hyperactivity, ardl, which has no basis in God. The approaches @ospel of the Lord Jesus Christ?
weakens muscle strength.” (Admittedly, the technologicaéligious rockers all seem to suggest that, “We must Convictions must be based on the Word of God
ability to objectively measure stress and anger isecome the world to win the world.” That method will noand not personal tastes, likes, and dislikes. Since most of
problematical at best, while the measurement of musalork simply because it is outside of God’s plan for theeligious rock, or so-called contemporary Christian music,
strength is quite precise and meets all the requiremeptiper balancing of biblically-ordained modes ohas its roots in, and draws its inspiration from, secular
of scientific reliability and statistical significance.)] evangelism with biblical principles of separation. If ongock ‘n’ roll, the result is worldliness in the music, and
(c) The power of music to communicate is demonstratdsblieves at all in the Bible doctrine of “separation” fromeven worse, worldliness through music invading the
in an article “Music’s Surprising Power to Heal,” by Davidthe world (Rom. 12:2), is it not logical to include thechurch. Further, it authenticates the rock sound by having
Mazie, in the August 1992 Reader’s Digest: “MusicChristian’s music? professing Christians playing the music. When one
reduces staff tension in the operating room,” says Dr. Gordon Sears, in his booklet, Is Today'sapplies the standards of Scripture to this form of
Clyde L. Nash, Jr. ... “and also helps relax the patientChristian Music “Sacred”?, asks six questions of thoseorldliness (e.g., Il Cor. 6:17; | Thes.5:21, 22; Rom. 12:2; |
[He uses classical music such as Vivaldi and Mozartho think that CCM is indeed acceptable to God: If thdn. 2:15,16; Js.4:4; etc.), the wrongness of such music
Nash is one of many physicians around the country whew style and sound of music is of God then: (1) Why ishould be obvious to all who truly desire to please their
are finding that music, used with conventional medicat causing so much confusion and division amongord.
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