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and moral life: “Plato’s teaching about music is, put simplgntire mass of the much more popular and culturally

R|C Llewe”yn that rhythm and melody, accompanied by dance are thignificant jazz and rock musicians. Who, then, is correct?
. barbarous expression of the soul. Barbarous, not animal.Do life patterns follow music patterns or do they not? “
(Con...... fromthe previous Issue) Music is the medium of the human soul in its most ecstatfp. 136). Tame goes on to cite extensive research that

When people generally speak of the evils ofondition of wonder and terror ... Music is the soul'verwhelmingly supports the contentions of the
secular rock music, they often refer to the supposedftimitive and primary speech and its alogon, withouraditionalists: that music in general can be, and rock music
evil and/or satanic messages that are covertly placedgfticulate speech or reason. It is not only not reasonabépecifically is, a negative influence on both the physical
the minds of the listeners through a method called “backs hostile to reason. Even when articulate spdgibg]  body and moral nature of man.
masking.” The theory behind back-masking is that added, it is utterly subordinate to and determined Ifg) “To the question, ‘Does music affect man’s physical
messages that are below the audio level (reversgfk music and the passions it expresses. ... Armed withdy?’ modern research applies in the clear affirmative.
messages in this case) will be received by thgusic, man can damn rational thought. Out of the musithere is scarcely a single function of the body which
“unconscious mind,” thus by-passing consciousmerge the gods that suit it, and they educate men tgnnot be affected by musical tonexdre ...
evaluation, and then at some time in the future, are abletk@ir example and their commandments.” (Emphaslavestigation has shown that music affects digestion,
affect the behavior of the listener. This idea of thgdded.) internal secretions, circulation, nutrition and respiration.
unconscious receiving messsages directly through fingy) “Hence, for those interested in ... [spiritual] healthEven neural networks of the brain have been found to be
perceptive mechanisms than available to the conscioggisic is the center of education, both for giving theensitive to harmonic principles” (p. 136). (Emphasis
mind is based upon Freud's thoroughly discredited theopassions their due and for preparing the soul for tredded.)
of the unconscious-discredited because the theory hashampered use of reason.” (f) “Researchers have discovered that consonant and
not been supported either neurologically or practicallyd) “This is the significance of rock music. | do notdissonant chords, different intervals, and other features
Moreover, the Freudian unconscious is in direct confligiuggest that it has any high intellectual sources. Butdf music Bcord all exert a profound effect upon man’s
with the Word of God, which is consciously andhas risen to its current heights in the education of thmilse and respiration-upon their rate and upon whether
volitionally oriented. young on the ashes of classical music, and in aheir rhythm is constant, or interrupted and jumpy. Blood

We do not doubt that back-masked messagegmosphere in which there is no intellectual resistancepoessure is lowered by sustained chords and raised by
have in fact been recorded, but since there is no pragitempts to tap the rawest passionsock music has crisp, repeated ones. [It has also been found that the
that the human mind is capable of even receiving thegs@e appeal only, a barbaric appeal, to the sexual desire- tension of the larynx is affected by melodies, that sound
messages, their effect on human behavior must obviousiigt love, not eros, but sexual desire undeveloped and stimuli can have a negative effect upon the skeletal
be zero. (In fact, in a court case a few years ago involvingtutored.” muscles, that rock rhythms cause the heart beat to lose
the British rock band Judas Priest, the band was accused In fact, in ancient Rome, Plato once demandeits perfect rhythm, anthat certain rhythms can even
of culpability in the suicide deaths of two teenagers wh&trict censorship of music because he feared “citizerause a rare malady known as “musicogenic epilepsy”
had allegedly killed themselves as a result of acting up@uld be corrupted by weak and voluptuous errors ar{@é documented cases as of 1984), with which some of its
the back-masked “subliminal” messages on the bandéd to indulge in immoralizing emotions.” (Note that Platovictims have been tormented to the point of committing
recordings. The band was found not guilty, not becausgas talking about thecore not thelyrics.) suicide or murder.] ...We can see, then, that music affects
the subliminal messages were not recorded (they were David Tame (another unbeliever), in his 1984he body in two distinct ways: directly, as the effect of
recorded), but because the scientific evidence presenigsbk, The Secret Power of Music, not only furthesound upon the cells and organs, and indirectly, by
at the trial was overwhelmingly convincing that subliminaiemonstrates the moral nature of music, but he alsffecting the emotions, which then in turn influence
messages just don’'t work!) reveals extensive medical research demonstrating themerous bodily processes” (p. 137). (Emphasis added.)

Therefore, it is quite disturbing to hear that sodestructive effects of rock music (on both the mindulius Portnoy has also found that not only can music
called Christian musicians have also been gettingmotions] and the body): [See the attached abbreviatgstord “change metabolism, affect muscular energy, raise
involved with the back-masking of “Christian messagesibliography for additional reference materials that detaitsr lower blood pressure, and influence digestion,” but “It
on their recordings, under the guise of “subliminasome more of the extensive research (including scientifimjay be able to do all these things more successfully ...
evangelism.” Some have even made the incredulous clajiat has been conducted concerning the effects of musithdn any other stimulants that produce those changes in
that, unbeknownst to them, the Holy Spirit Himself dida) In commenting on the origin and the morality of roclour bodies” (p. 138). Musicologist Alice Monsarrat points
the back-masking!! Even assuming their ignorance of thausic, Tame says, “... a certain cross-fertilization wasut that it “is precisely at this point that rock ‘n’ roll ...
non-efficacy of back-masking, are not these musiciansijecoming apparent between the ‘new music’ and theecomes potentially dangerous. This is because, to
effect saying that the Holy Spirit needs to resort to trickeryeneral jazz and rock style. It came to be seen that tmaintain a sense of well-being and integration, it is
in order save sinners. Do they believe that the Word edchnical differences between ‘serious’ music, jazz, rockssential that man is not subjected too much to any
God, preached clearly and without deceit, is no longef any other form of modern music were less importamhythms not in accord with his natural bodily rhythms”
capable of convicting men and calling them out fothan the underlying factor that their philosophical basig. 199).
salvation? (See PsychoHeresy Update, Winter 1991, fop@&s more or less one and the same: hedonism afy) Extensive research has also been conducted on the
more thorough discussion of subliminals and backsnarchy” (p. 103). (Emphasis added.) effects of music upon non-human life, both animals and
masking.) (b) “In the rock industry, money is basically what it is alplants. Paradoxical as it may seem, plant experiments

That music can be used for evil is clear fromabout; and thus music is directed, not upward ... but tmncerning the effects of music upon life are even more
Scripture. Lucifer was created with a wealth of musicahe lowest common denominator. The question afonvincing than human experiments: that music does
talents, which were evidently to be used for directing thguestions is Will it sell? The standard of artistry coulaffect life, including human life. This is because in plant
angelic host in the worship of God (Ezek. 28:13 [KIV])not be less relevant” (p. 116). experiments the effect of the mind’s subjective
Lucifer’s fall (Ezek. 28:11-19) evidently led to the(c) “Were we to scour the globe in search of the mogreconditioning and subjective reaction to the music, or
perversion of music, so that its improper use could actualigjgressively malevolent and unmistakably evil music isne’s “feeling” for the music, or one’s personal tastes in
be offensive to God (Amos 5:23; 6:5). That music cagxistence, it is more than likely that nothing would benusic have obviously all been removed; i.e., if music
have a powerful influence on ones emotions, mood, @sund anywhere to surpass voodoo in these attributes[scord can be shown to affect plants, then such effects
state of being is clearly taught in Scripture (e.g., | Samugs the rhythmic accompaniment to satanic rituals afve to be due to the objective influence of the musical
16:15-17, 23; 1 Ki. 3:15). orgies, voodoo is the quintessence of tonal evil. ... Itenes and rhythms directly upon the cells and processes

Nevertheless, some biblicists continue to saphultiple rhythms $cord, rather than uniting into an of the life-form itself. (It is also easier to set-up a valid,
that music is amoral (rather than moral or immoral), angitegrated whole, are performed in a certain kind of conflictcientifically controlled experiment with plant life than
that it can have no power to cause one to sin. Everyoneigh one another. ... What is certain is that to hear thigith human life.)
entitled to their opinions, but the scientific researchusic is to become instantly encompassed by the sound The plant research findings are solidly in the
indicates just the opposite to be the case (not to mentigfits raw, livid power. ... Musicologists and historians ar&raditionalist camp: not only did rock music stunt the
the biblical record cited above). Even Allan Bloom (ain no doubt that the drum rhythms of Africa were carriedrowth of a wide variety of plants, but if played long
unbeliever), in his book The Closing of the Americano America and were transmitted and translated into tlmough, the plants actually died. And even more startling
Mind, makes some interesting observations concernirgyle of music which became known as jazz. Since jamere the findings of Dr. T.C. Singh, head of the Botany
the moral effects of music on people (pp. 68-81): and the blues were the parents of rock andthii,also Department at Annamalia University, India. His
(a) “Nothing is more singular about this generation thagheans that there exists a direct line of descent from the experiments demonstrated that not only did certain forms
its addiction to music. ... Today, a very large portion ofoodoo ceremonies of Africa, through jazz, torock and of music and certain musical insturments (specifically,
young people between the ages of ten and twenty livgll and all the other forms of rock music today” (pp.  classical music and the violin) cause plants to grow at
for music. ... Rock music encourages passions ang9-190). (Emphasis added.) twice their normal speed, but that later generations of the
provides models that have no relation to any life the yourfg) “In the one corner: the ancients and traditionalistseeds of musically stimulated plants carried on the
people ... can possibly lead.l.suspect that the rock the conviction that music affects character and socieynproved traits of greater size, more leaves, etc.!
addiction, particularly in the absence of strong and that therefore the artist has a duty to be responsiBlgesumably, the same effect can result in the negative
counterattractions, has an effect similar to that of moral and constructive, not immoral and destructive. Isense, from bad music. The possible significance of Dr.
drugs.” the other corner: the materialists; disclaimingingh’s findings to human life is evident, and should be
(b) Plato had quite a bit to say about the morality of musjesponsibility and the need for value judgments, payiraf least a little disconcerting to rock music fans (p. 141).
from a philosopher’s standpoint. In the Republic, Platao heed to the outcome of their sounds. The second _
devotes considerable time to the role of music in pO|itiC@bmp contains not only the radical avant-garde, but the (Con...... in the Next Issue)
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