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Bishop who had six wives and several crores

A sordid, lurid saga unfolds
NT Bureau: Chennai, Sept 6:

The saga of self-styled bishops cheating seems a
never-ending one. After the allegations made on
Arputharaj, now it is turn for another Bishop Yobu
Saravanan to hit the headlines for all the wrong reasons.

A petition seeking anticipatory balil filed by Yobu
Saravanan, who had allegedly cheated Rs 100 crore from
building contractors, was today dismissed by the Madras
High Court today. The affected parties in the cheating
case had also filed a plea with the court not to entertain
his bail application.

It is said that bishop Yobu Saravanan was running
an organisation called Kalvari Trust in Vellore and Chennai.
Claiming that he was going to start a project to construct
houses for poor with the help of foreign funds, Yobu
Saravanan started collecting deposit amounts ranging
from Rs one lakh to five lakh from building contractors.
Irked by the non-commencement of the construction
project for many months, contractors started pressurising
Yobu Saravanan to refund their deposit amount.

But it is said that Yobu Saravanan had threatened
the contractors with dire consequences with the help of
some hired goons. Following this, as many as 650
contractors of Tamilnadu and Kerala filed complaints with
the Chennai Central Crime Branch against Yobu
Saravanan. Based on the complaints, the police team
headed by Inspector Naseer Baasha arrested one Rajan
(38) and Pastor Daniel (53) for acting as agents for Yobu
Saravanan. Through further investigations police came
to know that Yobu Saravanan was well versed in
‘mesmerising’ people and had married six women by using
his ‘skills’. Police sources said that he had deposited a
whopping amount of Rs one crore in the name of each of
his wife and had presented them a bungalow.

Police also said that Yobu Saravanan used to cast
a spell on contractors too. Coming to know that police
were on the look out for him, Yobu Saravanan wentinto a
hiding and has also taken away the deposited amount. He
filed a petition in the High Court seeking anticipatory bail.

But the court dismissed the plea after the
Government Pleader said that the bishop had cheated
several people all across the State and elsewhere and
hence advance bail should not be granted to him.

Justice K N Badsha who heard the arguments
dismissed the plea for anticipatory bail by Yobu Saravanan
and six others involved in the case.
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