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The Characteristics of True Miracles

The power of miracles as evidence rests in thibe inspired man attempted to do it or said it woulthe supernatural dimension of Christian living. We can
nature of the acts themselves. Considering the specificcur. Specifically, Bible healings did not graduallyexpect, Paul says, God to do manifold miracles among
details of Bible miracles will help us see the convincingevelop over a period of days, weeks, or months bus through the Holy Spirit. But the point is not our
nature of the evidence. This evidence is furtherccurred instantaneously. own thrill or pride. Rather, the point is mutual
strengthened when we contrast Bible miraclestothe  Acts 3:7 - The lame man immediately leapegdification. Signs and wonders are given so that the
so-called miracles fraudulently claimed by those whand walked. Luke 13:11-13 - The hunch-backeldody of Christ might be built up, so that we might
are not really from God. woman was immediately made straight. Mark 2:10€elp each other grow into the wholeness and fullness

Note that Bible miracles in general possessel? - The paralyzed man got up immediately. MarRf God. ) .
the following characteristics. 5:25-29 - The woman with an issue of blood for 12 In one simple verse Paul answers the question:
A. There Was Conclusive Evidence. years was healed immediately. Mark 5:35-42 - Jairudow can we experience signs and wonders? It's verse

Fake miracle workers often claim miracles irdaughter had been dead but arose immediately.  one of 1 Corinthians 14: "Pursue love and strive for
cases of invisible or undetectable diseases. Or tfe True Miracles Were Always Successful. the spiritual gifts, and especially that you may
problem may be psychosomatic, caused by the  Modern so-called miracle workers oftenProphesy.” "Pursue” translates a vigorous Greek verb
person’'s mental or emotional state, such that attempt miracles but fail, especially when attempting@t means, among other things, to chase afterasin a
improvement in their mental or emotional state woulth heal obvious physical deformities. Neither Jesd&!nt- If you want to experience the supernatural
remove the problem. Often there is no obviousor His apostles (after they received Holy Spirifimension of Christian living, Paul says, chase after
evidence that the supposed event occurred at all.daptism) ever attempted to do a miracle and faileffVing one another in the body of Christ. Focus, not
some cases, in fact, the whole thing could have be€here was no kind of disease they were unable ?(? y(ﬁur desire to expeﬁlence power, EUt on th% need(sj
staged or faked in harmony with natural law. heal. or others. As you reach out to meet these needs, Go

Contrast this to the following examples of Bible Matthew 4:23,24 - Jesus healed all manner (\fﬁ“” provide the power you need.

, . . . . . aith and Miracles.
miracles. We will see no sleight of hand or trickerydiseases. Matthew 14:34-36 - All were healed. Acts First, yes, faith does matter. Jesus made it

In miraculous healings, there was clear evidence tHafl2,15,16 - They were healed every one. Jesus e T
the people had organic disorders, and there whis apostles healed people born blind (John 9:1), bgéfggsagn%;m%rg points in the gospels that faith is an
. A A , ponent of the miraculous. For example,
conclusive proof that the problem was removed. lame (Acts 3:2; 4:22), lepers (Mark 1:40-45), raise§qq ;s once said. "Whatever you ask for in prayer with
Lazarus - John 11:17,38,39,43-45. It was cledihe dead (John 11; Luke 7:11-17; Acts 9:36-42 aith, you will rec’eive" (Matt 21:22). Furthermore, in
to all witnesses that Lazarus had been dead four dagplaced missing or withered body parts (Luke 22:491a '6f the most unsettling paésages in the goépels
yet came alive again. Blind man - John 9:1,7,1&1; Mark 3:1-5), turned water to wine (John 2:1ff) jass went to his hometown, where his power to do
20,21,25. It was unquestionably proved that the mavelked on water (Matt. 14:25-33), calmed stormgracles was strangely limited. Mark explains it this
could not see from birth, but then he was so heal@dllark 4:35-41), and fed thousands with a few loavggay: "And he could do no deed of power there, except
he could see. Woman bowed togethel’ - Luké& fishes and had more left over than they started W|Ehat he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured
13:11,13,16. All could see she was hunch-backed, t(matthew 14:13-21; 1532-38) (See also Matthe\f\hem_ And he was amazed at their unbelief" (Mark
then she was straightened. Lame man - Ac816,17;10:1; 9:35; 12:15; Mark 7:32-37; 16:17,184:5-6). So, even as faith leads to miracles, a lack of
3:2,7,8,10; 4:22. Many people knew the man could. True Miracles Were Complete & Perfect faith can keep us from experiencing God's power in
not walk, but it was obvious that he was enabled to Modern so-called miracles often involve partiabur lives.
do so. Son of the widow of Nain - Luke 7:11-17. Th@mprovements or relapses or require further medical  Faith in Jesus does truly impact our experience
man had died and a great multitude gathered for liare and treatment, yet the results are claimed to dfethe miraculous. Yet, having said this, | want to
funeral procession. Yet Jesus raised him in thairacles. Biblical miracles always completelyqualify it in two ways. First, though our having faith
presence of the crowd. Elymas - Acts 13:6-12. Elymascomplished what the inspired man said they wouid Christ is essential for healing, this does not mean
was a sorcerer who opposed Paul's effort to convartd always completely satisfied the need. In healingbat every time we pray with genuine faith an obvious
a proconsul. Paul struck him blind temporarilypeople returned immediately to complete and normaéealing will occur. Some Christians teach this, to their
resulting in the proconsul's conversion. Note how Bibleealth. Every symptom of the disease was removegfiritual peril. We must always remember that God is
miracles are so obviously different from fake so-called Matthew 12:10,13 - A man's withered hand wasovereign, and that though our faith matters, it's not
miracles. restored whole as the other hand. Mark 1:40-45 - Teeme magic key to make God do what we want him
Fake miracle workers often claim miracles thaeper showed himself to the priest as evidence ofta do. This also means, by the way, that you and |
supposedly happened to someone somewhere whoamplete healing. Acts 3:8 - The lame man leapétust NEVER tell a person that they haven't been
no one knows locally, so no one can visit them tand walked. Mark 2:10-12 - The paralyzed man coultgaled because they lack enough faith. This trip has
verify the event. In contrast, local people received thealk and carry his bed. been laid on too many Christians too many times.
effect of Bible miracles, and local people could observe ~ Remember, true miracles almost universally hough faith does matter if we're going to experience
for themselves and check the matter out. They coutbssessed the above characteristics. The point is fig&d's power in our lives, remember how much faith
question the people involved, check out whether thélye event clearly demonstrated to the observers ti¥gsus said we need to have: "For truly | tell you, if
had really been ill, observe if there was a comple®mething impossible by natural law had occurre0U have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say
healing or whether there were relapses, etc. Hentkerefore it had to be evidence of God's power. Thig this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it
they could determine for themselves whether theveas necessary in order for miracles to accomplidif!l move; and nothing will be |mp055|blg for you
had been a real miracle. their purpose of confirming the word preached. att 17:20). POW much faith do you need’? A mustard
Miracles were often done in the presence @igns and Wonders in the Context of Mission ;erﬁg Sst;‘;gr;g'eﬁlf’sevégige é]fsgr?e%Tg Igzs(;‘zse gotwg g'/g)lj
Workers. Fake faith healers ofien efuse (o do mitacie Apostes. s the context of mission. Remembd2nLneed a mountain offaith, but only a smidgen. n
) postles. It's the context of mission. Rememb ractice this means that if you have enough faith
if doubters or opponents are present, or they excusbat Jesus said in Acts 1:8: "But you will receive pow: ctuallv to prav for God's sz ernatural helg that's
their failure on the grounds that the observers laskthen the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and yognoug%/faitt? y P P,
faith. But when men of God had true power to dwill be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea a%e : : . ;
. . . . " ping Our Focus in the Right Place
miracles, they were not afraid to do them in th8amaria, and to the ends of the earth." The power o Let us close by reminding us of where we must
presence of people who had questions or doubts,tbe Spiritis given to enable us to bear witness to Jesys ;s if we want to experience signs and wonders
even people who openly opposed their teaching. Athrist. The more we are actively involved in thiggt on signs and wonders. Not on miracles. Not on
times they would deliberately do miracles in thenission, the more we will experience God's miraclegnarismatic personalities. Not on magic words. Not
presence of those who did false miracles, so th@his is true both for our individual lives and for ourgpy what you can get out of it. Rather, we're to focus
people could see the difference. Observers coulellowship together as a church. first of ali upon Christ. We're to seek him and to seek
investigate for themselves the validity of the miracle¢n the Context of the Body of Christ to be like him. If our passion is to lift him up and to
Note the contrast between men who had true  The second context in which we can expeglorify Christ, then we'll be in a place to experience
miraculous power from God and false teachers wiegns and wonders is the body of Christ. When Wgiracles and genuine signs.
attempted to do miracles but failed. Fake miraclegather together as the people of God for the purpose  Second, we must focus on loving one another
both today and in Bible times, obviously fail to measuref building up each other in love, the Spirit of Godind building up the body of Christ. God will provide,
up to the characteristics of true miracles. True Bibldoes mighty works. through his Spirit, gifts of power to help us bring
miracles, by their very nature, demonstrated to Many biblical passages make this point, butiealing to each other and wholeness to our church.
everyone present that a real and obvious changene more sharply than 1 Corinthians 12-14. The Third, we must focus on reaching out to the
occurred. Why are Bible miracles so different in natur€orinthians, you see, were "into" signs and wondenaorld with the good news of Christ. Jesus promised

from so-called modern miracles? but mainly for their own experience. They wantethat the Spirit would empower the church to be his
B. True Miracles Occurred at a Specific Pointin miracles, especially speaking in unknown languagesjtnesses. The more we do this, the more we will
Time. so they could feel puffed up about their own spirituaxperience the signs and wonders that accompany

Many modern so-called miraculous healinggrowess. Yet this preoccupation with self, strangegod's mission in the world. So, let us seek to glorify
gradually develop over a period of days, weeks, similar to what we find in our own day, wasChrist, to love one another, and to bear witness to
months, yet people still claim it is a miracle. In Biblénconsistent with the gospel of Christ. So Paul pennééhrist in the world. As we do, may God perform signs
miracles the transformation or change caused by tiwaat we know as 1 Corinthians 12-14 to redire@nd wonders among us that point to his power and
miracle almost always occurred at a specific time whe®orinthian motivation. In these chapters he reaffirm@resence. May he receive all the glory!
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